Australia & New Zealand – Journey to the Other Side of the World
Expanded Itinerary
Mar 16 Fly Detroit/Sydney, Australia
Our amazing tour begins with an evening departure from Detroit.

Mar 18 Sydney
Yes, we lost a day when we crossed the International Dateline, but don’t worry—we’ll get it back on
the way home! We land in Sydney around 8:00 this morning and transfer to our hotel in ‘The Rocks’ to
drop the luggage. Our rooms most likely will not be ready, so use the time to explore the
neighborhood around the hotel. The Rocks is an area of historic laneways in the shadow of Sydney
Harbour Bridge. Locals and tourists mingle at the open-air Rocks Markets, purchasing street food and
handmade fashions. The area has some of Sydney’s oldest pubs and many of the upscale restaurants
have harbor views. The Museum of Contemporary Art offers local and international exhibits. Stroll
along the busy harbor-front promenade, visit the Botanic Gardens, get lunch and enjoy the views until
your hotel room is ready.
Considered one of the most cosmopolitan cities in the Southern Hemisphere, Sydney offers so much—
from beaches and wineries to stunning landmarks and world-class shopping. Tour architectural marvels
like the Sydney Opera House and the Sydney Harbor Bridge, view life below the surface from Sydney
Aquarium’s underwater walkways, or take it all in from above on a tour of the Sydney Tower. You’re
never far from nature in this thriving urban center. Well-known surf beaches, zoos, national parks,
whale watching tours, bush tours, and the Royal Botanic Gardens—featuring over 7,500 plants—offer
visitors a chance to enjoy the area’s sunshine, lush greenery, wildlife, and clear blue oceans. Sydney is
not only Australia’s oldest city and also one of the most ethnically diverse cities on the globe, offering
a wealth of cuisines, unique museums, and cultural opportunities.

Mar 19 Sydney
We’ll spend today touring the countryside around Sydney; the area is known as the Blue Mountains.
Forty minutes west of the city we’ll visit the Featherdale Wildlife Park this morning. The Park offers
the largest collection of Australian native animals to be found in the country. We can view and
interact with over 1,700 creatures of the bird, mammal and reptilian variety! You can pet a koala
(additional charge), hand-feed a kangaroo, and view wallabies, wombats, dingos, and Tasmanian devils
among other native animals.
Our coach and guide will take us into the Blue Mountains to enjoy spectacular high country views and
Australia’s Grand Canyon. The Blue Mountains are part of the Great Dividing Range which runs parallel
to the continent’s eastern coast from North Queensland to Victoria. Highlights of the drive are the
view from Echo Point and the Three Sisters rock formations.

Mar 20 Sydney (included dinner)
Our morning sightseeing tour will include The Rocks, Sydney’s birthplace and historic center. We’ll
pass and learn about the Botanical Gardens, the Conservatorium of Music, Art Gallery, and Mrs.

Macquerie’s Chair. We’ll stop along the way for spectacular views of the Opera House, then it’s back
to the commercial center for Chinatown, Darling Harbour, King’s Cross and the city’s exclusive suburbs.
Our final stops will be at Watson’s Bay for a great view from The Gap, and then Bondi Beach. On our
way back we view 19th Century Colonial Terraces in Paddington.
In early afternoon we’ll embark the Celebrity Solstice and settle into our cabins. Explore the ship
before dinner, and if possible you may want to be on deck as we sail out of Sydney Harbor at 6:45 pm.

Mar 21 Newcastle (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Named for England's famous coal port, Newcastle was developed in the 19th century by dangerous
convicts sent to work the coal mines and timber forests. Today Newcastle offers stunning surf, a
relaxed urban atmosphere, and a gateway to Australia’s wine country. Near the port, you can discover
200 years of local history while visiting Customs House (now a restaurant and bar), Watt Street with
buildings from the convict era, and Christ Church Cathedral, which still dominates the skyline.
Learn about local culture at Newcastle Museum in the central business district. Collections include the
industrial era, large exhibits like an 1870 locomotive and an 1890 pipe organ, and Aboriginal life. For
military history—and breathtaking Pacific views—venture out to 19th century Fort Scratchley. There you
can also relax on the sunny beaches for which Newcastle is famous in surfing circles—Nobbys Beach, Bar
Beach, and Merewether Beach.
Shore excursions can take you to meet local animals—koalas, wombats, diamond pythons, blue-tongued
lizards, and such—at the Blackbutt Reserve, which is 450 acres of natural bushland, nature trails, and
wildlife exhibits. Or, discover inland Hunter Valley, one of Australia's pioneering wine regions, on a
ship’s excursion. Hunter Valley semillon is the iconic wine of the region, which also produces wines
from Syrah, chardonnay, and cabernet sauvignon grapes.

Mar 22-23 At sea (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
There are several days at sea on this cruise—that’s nice to have because you can enjoy the many
amenities and activities available on a large ship such as the Solstice. Perhaps you’ll treat yourself to
dinner at one of the extra-cost specialty restaurants. Choose from the Tuscan Grille (Italian), Silk
Harvest (Asian), Sushi on Five, or Murano (French)—the meal will be one to remember. Indulge in a
treatment at the onboard Canyon Ranch Spa; the spa offers fitness classes and wellness workshops as
well as therapeutic treatments.

Mar 24-25 Cairns (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
The ship docks in Cairns for two days, arriving at 8:00 am on the 24th, and departing at 4:00 pm on the
25th.
In tropical North Queensland, surrounded on three sides by lush rainforest, Cairns is the departure
point for excursions to the Great Barrier Reef. This reef is the largest living thing on the planet—so big
you can see it from space—but it's made up of billions of tiny organisms known as coral polyps. A
UNESCO World Heritage site, the reef supports a vast diversity of marine life, with 600 types of soft
and hard corals, 1,625 types of fish, and 30 species of whales and dolphins. Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park covers 133,000 square miles, including 3,000 coral reefs and 900 islands. The snorkeling and
diving here are unmatched.
Shore excursions can take you inland to explore the rainforest by cable car and scenic railway; you’ll
soar above treetops, peer into gorges, and observe jungle waterfalls. Join a whitewater rafting
adventure in Barron Gorge National Park. Stop at a rainforest village to see kangaroos, birds,
butterflies, and reptiles. Hold a koala in your arms and feed a wallaby. Watch traditional Aboriginal

dancers perform and artisans create their pottery, paintings, glass work, jewelry, and fabrics. In Cairn
you might want to stroll through the native flowers, plants, and trees at Cairns Botanic Gardens.

Mar 26 Airlie Beach (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Airlie Beach is popular with backpackers, yachtsmen, and other lovers of the tropical lifestyle. Sailing
among the calm, protected waters of the Witsunday Islands and skydiving over the pristine shorelines
are a couple of the adventures available to visitors. Shoppers will find seaside markets and galleries
with friendly artists, handmade jewelry, colorful paintings, stunning photos, and tropical beachwear—
perfect for a leisurely browse. Airlie Beach is also a departure point for excursions to the Great Barrier
Reef, and some great snorkeling closer to shore.

Mar 27 At sea (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Entertainment and activities abound on days at sea! Learn something new from top naturalists,
destination speakers, and workshops in the enriching Beyond the Podium series. The casino is always
open, and the evening shows are second to none aboard Celebrity. At the shopping arcade you’ll find
brand names galore, and outdoors you can brush up on your basketball, ping-pong and golf putting
skills, join a friendly game of croquet or bocce at the Lawn Club, or play pool volleyball!

Mar 28 Brisbane (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
In Brisbane you'll find a thriving art scene, sandy beaches, lively nightlife, and several wildlife
sanctuaries. Start with scenic city views from Mount Coot-tha, west of downtown. Cultural
sophistication belies Brisbane's proximity to wilderness. Contemporary art galleries energize the
vibrant Fortitude Valley district, including the Gallery of Modern Art, Institute of Modern Art, Philip
Bacon Galleries, Jan Murphy Gallery, and Edwina Corlette Gallery.
Want to spend the day outdoors? Go for a swim at South Bank Parklands, a sparkling, man-made,
inner-city beach overlooking the Brisbane River. Or, take a ride down to Gold Coast and swim, surf, or
build sandcastles on one of the Pacific's most famous beaches.
Meet Australia’s best-known natives, the koalas and kangaroos, at the Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary, on
the river. Learn all about the sleepy marsupials and other wildlife threatened by traffic, disease, and
habitat loss. North of town, you can visit the Australia Zoo to learn about Wildlife Warriors and efforts
to protect injured, threatened, and endangered species.
You can shop for the latest designer goods in Brisbane on Edward Street, where you'll find Hermes,
Oroton, Georg Jensen, Paspaley, Chanel, and Australia’s largest Cartier store. Move on to James
Street, in Fortitude Valley, for the vibrant colors, bold designs, and bohemian fashions of Australia's
own Camilla.

Mar 29-30 At sea (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Mar 31 Bay of Islands, New Zealand (included breakfast, lunch, dinner)
Discover indigenous New Zealand Maori culture today in a land of sparkling seas, hundreds of
undeveloped islands, diverse wildlife, and historical significance. The pristine oceans, warm weather,
and many animal species attract nature lovers from around the globe. Take an eco-cruise and discover
the area’s dolphins, penguins, marlins, whales, and bird life. Kayak, sail, swim, or sunbathe on one of
the many beaches. Many consider today the ideal time indulge in more active pursuits such as
kayaking, mountain-biking, parasailing, swimming with dolphins and scuba-diving.

Apr 1 Auckland, NZ (included breakfast)
After disembarkation this morning, we’ll board a coach and begin part two of our adventure: a NexTour
of New Zealand’s two islands.
Auckland is New Zealand's largest city and main transport hub. Imagine an urban environment where
everyone lives within half an hour of beautiful beaches, hiking trails and a dozen enchanting holiday
islands. Add a sunny climate, a background rhythm of Polynesian culture and a passion for outstanding
food, wine and shopping, and you’ll start to get a picture of Auckland.
Our half-day sightseeing tour commences as we cross the impressive Auckland Harbour Bridge to
Auckland’s North Shore. We continue past Auckland’s marinas to the Viaduct basin before visiting Mt.
Eden, a dormant volcano whose summit offers excellent panoramic views of the city and harbors.
From Mt. Eden travel through the popular shopping precinct of Newmarket to the trendy shopping area
of Parnell Village where historical buildings have been transformed into boutiques, antique, craft and
specialty shops.
During our tour we’ll stop to ascend to the Sky Tower’s viewing platform and take in panoramic views
up to 50 miles in every direction. We’ll make another stop at the Auckland War Memorial Museum,
where stories of New Zealand’s people, the Pacific, flora, fauna and landforms of the islands are told
within a memorial dedicated to those who have sacrificed their lives for the country. The Neo-classical
building is set in the Domain, and here we’ll learn about the native Maori through their carvings,
buildings, canoes and treasures. We’ll drive the scenic waterfront route of Tamaki Drive before
returning to our hotel.

Apr 2 Auckland (included breakfast)
Kiwi is the nickname used internationally for people from New Zealand. The name derives from the
kiwi, a flightless bird which is native to, and the national symbol of, New Zealand. Unlike many
demographic labels, its usage is generally viewed as a symbol of pride and endearment for the people
of New Zealand.
During your free time today consider some of the following activities:
• Explore the City of Sails from the water—there are a variety of options available, from
sightseeing cruises to a hands-on experience sailing on a former America’s Cup yacht.
•

Take a day trip out to Rangitoto or Waiheke Islands. Rangitoto Island is an extinct volcano and
iconic Auckland landmark. Walk over lava crops and through native bush to the summit for
panoramic views of the city and out to the Hauraki Gulf. Alternatively, visit Waiheke Island
with its beautiful beaches, vineyards, olive groves and laid back villages. Regular passenger
ferries to each depart from central Auckland and guided tours are also available.

•

The Auckland Art Gallery has a wide ranging permanent collection of national and international
art, both historical and contemporary and hosts touring exhibitions.

•

Kelly Tarlton’s Underwater World, located underneath the Auckland waterfront, displays
Southern Ocean marine life from the perspective of a diver. Here you can travel along a 360foot see through tunnel surrounding by ocean water and creatures of the deep.

•

Auckland Zoo is home to over 1300 animals and is recognized as one of the most progressive
zoos in the world. Set in 40 acres of parkland, the zoo provides exciting visitor experiences
aimed at inspiring people to take action to support the wildlife and environment.

Apr 3 Rotorua (included breakfast, lunch)
We drive from Auckland to Rotorua today—it’s a beautiful trip, enjoy the scenery! Along the way we’ll
stop at the Footwhistle Glowworm Caves and head underground into a world of stalactites, stalagmites
and twinkling lights. Board a shuttle for the two mile ride to the cave while an experienced guide
reveals the rich history of Waitomo. On arrival, take a short walk through the bush to the cave
entrance. The guide will light candles, setting the scene for an intimate cave experience. See
glowworms and cave formations up close and appreciate the beauty of Footwhistle Cave (also known to
local Maori as Te Anaroa Cave). Around a corner lie the bones of one of New Zealand's lost treasures,
the flightless Moa. Formation lights cast a warm glow over the stunning cave formations as the guide
tells of the insect life that lives here: titiwai, the glow worm and tuna, the eel. After enjoying a
relaxed stroll through the cave, be seated in Footwhistle's Cathedral to see it lit up by a dazzling
magnesium torch.

Apr 4 Rotorua (included breakfast, dinner)
Sitting within the Pacific Rim of Fire, the area around Rotorua is a geothermal wonderland with
bubbling mud pools, clouds of steam, and natural hot springs perfect for bathing and relaxing in. Our
half-day morning tour of the area will include a guided walk through the Whakarewarewa Thermal
Reserve to view the bubbling mud pools and visit its Maori Arts and Crafts Institute. Another stop will
be at Rainbow Springs Park to take a guided tour of the hatchery.
Fans of the Hobbit movies may want to squeeze in an afternoon motorcoach tour on their own to a
magical Middle-earth location: the private farm outside Matamata which has become famous as the
filming location for Hobbiton in Sir Peter Jackson's award-winning Lord of the Rings and Hobbit movies.
A guided tour of the Hobbiton movie set shows how the film set was created in impressive detail.
You'll see Hobbit Holes (including Bilbo's house at Bag End), the Party Tree, the Green Dragon Inn, and
hear behind-the-scenes secrets about the filming.
This evening we’ll have a unique introduction to the Maori culture at the Tamaki Maori Village at a
traditional concert and ‘hangi’ dinner. A hangi meal (featuring assorted meats and vegetables) is
cooked in a pit over river rocks and steamed to perfection. The hangi will be followed by a Maori
cultural performance which includes war dances, stick games and Maori music.

Apr 5 Fly Rotorua/Christchurch (included breakfast)
This morning a two-hour flight takes us from Rotorua to Christchurch. We’ll take a sightseeing tour of
the city before going to our hotel.
Christchurch is a garden city on the east coast of the South Island, set on the Canterbury Plains. Flatbottomed punts glide on the Avon River which runs through the city center; on its banks are cycling
paths, the green expanse of Hagley Park and the Christchurch Botanic Gardens. In 2010 and 2011, two
major earthquakes destroyed many city-center buildings; the city has bounced back with innovative
new attractions, as well as some old favorites.

Apr 6 Queenstown (included breakfast)
We’ll travel south this morning across the Canterbury Plains toward Queenstown. Along the way we’ll
experience a variety of New Zealand landscapes: ‘braided’ rivers, undulating plains of sheep and wheat
farming, the high plains of Aoraki near Mt. Cook (the country’s highest mountain), and finally through
rugged mountain country to Queenstown which is situated on the shores of Wakatipu.

Apr 7 Queenstown (included breakfast)
Our day begins with a half day sightseeing tour of Queenstown. Stroll through the picturesque town of
Arrowtown, a village that has retained its old world charm, and shop at leisure. We’ll continue to the
Kawarau Bridge Bungy, home of the original 141-foot Bungee Jump. If you've heard of Bungy, you've
heard of the Kawarau; it is where Bungy founders AJ Hackett and Henry van Ash started it all. A
bungee jump is not included in the tour cost, however you would have time to experience it if you
wish!
Spend this afternoon exploring Queenstown. You might want to travel up Bob’s Peak by gondola to
enjoy spectacular views across Lake Wakatipu to the Remarkables Range in the distance. The Kiwi and
Birdlife Park is a sanctuary for rare, endangered and common New Zealand bird species. If you enjoy
walking, take a lakeside stroll to the Queenstown Gardens, or take a guided half-day walk through the
Beech Forest. You can take a cruise on Lake Wakatipu on the steamship TSS Earnslaw and visit a high
country sheep station for a farm tour or evening meal. For the brave, a ride on the famous “Shotover”
jet boat through narrow river canyons is a half day experience available from Queenstown.

Apr 8 Queenstown (included breakfast, picnic lunch)
On today’s full-day tour we’ll head out of town toward the coastal fiords—Milford Sound, to be specific.
We’ll drive to Te Anau, gateway of the Fiordland National Park then follow Lake Te Anau to the valley
of the Eglinton River. The road passes through magnificent beech forests before a gradual descent into
the Hollyford Valley, and then we’ll climb steadily to the gigantic Cirque and the Homer Tunnel.
Passing through the tunnel we descend to the Cleddau Canyon and catch our first glimpse of Mitre Peak
before emerging into the open at Milford Sound.
Described by Rudyard Kipling as the 'eighth wonder of the world', Milford Sound was carved by glaciers
during the ice ages. The fiord's cliffs rise vertically from the dark waters, mountain peaks scrape the
sky and waterfalls cascade downwards, some as high as 3200 feet. When it rains in Milford Sound, and
it often does, those waterfalls multiply with magnificent effect. Our ship will cruise to the mouth of
the fiord, stopping at various points to view waterfalls, rainforest, and wildlife. Keep an eye out for
seals, dolphins, penguins during our narrated tour.

Apr 9 Fly Queenstown/Detroit (included breakfast)
After a leisurely morning we’ll drive to the airport for our first flight, to Auckland. During our flights
we gain back the day we lost earlier, arriving in Detroit around 7:00 pm the same day!

