New York City Thanksgiving Parade Extravaganza!
Expanded Itinerary
Nov 27 Fly Detroit/NYC
We depart Detroit at 7:00 am and land in NYC by 9:00 am so that we’ll have lots of time to enjoy the
city today. Our coach will take us to our hotel, the Sheraton New York Times Square, where we’ll drop
our luggage and then join a larger group for a drive to the Balloon Inflation Spot (11:30 am departure).
When you think of Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City, the first thing that comes to mind
is the spectacular balloons. Many people don’t know that on the Wednesday before the parade, Macy’s
inflates the balloons in front of the American Museum of Natural History. The coach will let us out
there and you may wander the area to see how they inflate the balloons, and just how much helium it
takes to make all your favorite characters fly as high as they do on parade day.
We’ll drive back to the Sheraton for check in around 3:00 pm, and the rest of the day is yours to plan.
The Sheraton is located at 811 7th Ave between 52nd and 53rd Sts.

Nov 28 NYC (included breakfast, dinner)
It’s parade day! Begin your day with a walk to the parade viewing area on 6th Ave. near 43rd St. (no
reserved seating or standing, it’s recommended you be there by 7:00 am to get a good spot on the
sidewalk). It’s a distance of nine short blocks from the hotel. The parade will pass by that area
around 10:00 am.
If the sights and sounds of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade don’t take your breath away, the chill
air just might (shades of the Detroit Thanksgiving Day Parade!). When you need a spot to warm up, we
have reservations for the Stay Warm Breakfast event inside the Heartland Brewery at 127 W 43rd St
between 6th and 7th Aves. The breakfast buffet is served from 8:00 am until 11:30 am so you can be out
on the street to hear the music and see the balloons and floats pass by, but you’ll have the bonus of
being able to retreat to a warm place for a hot beverage and access a restroom before heading back
out to the parade. But don’t all go at once—some of our NexTour gang will have to hold down the fort
streetside! Be advised that there is no view of the parade from inside the brewery.
After time to rest and relax at the hotel (or stay outside and enjoy the parade day crowds and
excitement), we’ll regroup in late afternoon to walk around the corner to the Manhattan Club at Rosie
O’Grady’s Restaurant (800 7th Ave.) where we’ll enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner buffet featuring turkey
and all the trimmings.

Nov 29 NYC
This morning we’re going to enjoy something quintessentially New York City—‘The Ride’. Described by
The Today Show as “The hottest new way to see New York", on The Ride you’ll have front row seats as
the streets of New York become a stage. Famous NYC landmarks are a backdrop to a live show with
unparalleled technology, fun facts, and amazing street performances. The custom coach is a supersized, technologically amped-up vehicle that has stadium-style, sideways seating and massive windows.
You never know what you’ll see or who you’ll meet along the 4.2-mile route—it’s never the same show
twice!

If you plan to see a Broadway show or two while we’re here, tonight might be a good time to take one
in. Get tickets for your choice(s) online ahead of time, or take a chance and visit one of the three
TKTS discount booths which often have reduced price tickets available on the day of the show.
We arranged for you to receive a packet of coupons and complimentary admission tickets for our stay,
and perhaps you’ll decide to use them this afternoon or tomorrow. Included in the packet will be:
admission to your choice of the Empire State Building Observatory, the Metropolitan Museum of Art or
the Top of the Rock Observation Deck at Rockefeller Center; admission to your choice of the American
Museum of Natural History, Museum of the City of New York or a Harbor Cruise; shopping discounts at
Macy's, Bloomingdale's and South Street Seaport.

Nov 30 NYC
The 2019 Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall featuring the Rockettes is always worth seeing.
The 2019 schedule is not available yet, but the Christmas Spectacular is staged from early November
through New Year’s, and you’ll want to buy tickets online if you want to be assured seats.
Whatever you’ve planned for today (perhaps a Broadway matinee in early afternoon?) you’ll probably
want to join the group for an included Holiday Lights Tour this evening. Once Santa Claus crosses the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade finish line at Herald Square, Christmas is just around the corner. The
holiday season in NYC has always been magical, and holiday displays become more dazzling each year.
We’ll take a narrated coach tour to see some of the most famous department store displays (like
Macy’s, Bloomingdale’s, Barneys, Saks 5th Avenue), and hear all about the rich history of this tradition.

Dec 1 Fly NYC/Detroit
You’ll have time today to fit in more sightseeing if you wish (but probably not a Broadway matinee).
You may leave your luggage at the hotel after checkout this morning and have a few hours until we
meet again at the hotel around 4:30 pm for the transfer to the airport. Our flight departs around 8:30
this evening.

